[Referred with the working diagnosis 'pneumothorax: could it be another diagnosis?].
Patients who are referred to an emergency department (ED) often have a working diagnosis. Hospital physicians may be inclined to accept this diagnosis and incorrectly link the findings of investigations to it. This may lead to an incorrect definitive diagnosis and therapy. We present the case of a 36-year-old female who was referred to the ED with a pneumothorax seen on chest x-ray. Findings from history-taking, physical examination and a second chest x-ray taken on the ED were diagnosed as being consistent with pneumothorax and a chest-drain was inserted. However, further investigation showed that she had Swyer-James-Mcleod syndrome which could have been treated conservatively. This patient was given a chest drain after the working diagnosis of pneumothorax was made. Due to the definite diagnosis of Swyer-James-Mcleod the indication for chest drainage may have been incorrect. If a diagnosis of pneumothorax is suspected, but diagnostic findings suggest otherwise, further investigations should be performed before a chest drain is inserted.